Amendments to the Specification: 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page , line , with the following 

rewritten paragraph: 

Please amend the paragraph beginning at line 30 on page 10 as follows: 

In FIG. 1, the ring scanner 2 produces data sets 
concerning the contour of said product by a detection 
of the distance from each of the sensors to each their 
corresponding points on the surface of the item, by 
correlation of a calibration distance to a reference 
point. Said data sets may, referring to FIG. 2A, for 
example comprise a first distance data set dli, dl2, 
dls, .., din acquired from n sensors 22a, 22b,...,22n in 
one position of the item 100 being scanned at time ti, 
and referring to FIG. 2B a second distance data set 
d2i, d22, d23, . . , d2n acquired from the same sensors in a 
second position of the item 100 being scanned at time 
t2. As may be seen from the FIGS. 2A and 2B, the front 
end surface 102A , 102B of each item lOOA , lOOB may 
advantageously be pre-cut perpendicular to the 
conveying direction (indicated by arrows) and may be 
of a larger cross section area than the rear end 
surface 103A of each item, thereby enhancing the 
supporting effect of the abutting items facilitating 
an accurate determination of the point of transition 
between two items 100. 

Please amend the paragraph beginning at line 30 on page 13 as follows: 

Transition markers 5 may alternatively or 
additionally be used in order to provide data 
concerning the item boundaries to the scanning means, 
such transition marker could be e.g. a foil or a 
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specially formed disc used as an insert marker between 
two items, where the marker is kept in place by the 
abutment of two products. The placing of the marker 
may e.g. be performed automatically or manually, and 
at the same time as the items are placed on the 
conveying means or after. 
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